Minutes from the PTA General Meeting

Tuesday, September 1, 2009

7:00 p.m.


Present:  Robert Weiss, Vidya Thirumalai, Keri Christovich, Jennifer Meyer, Brenda Yuen, George Sellers, Julie Novick, Neerja Tripathi, Dee Weiss, Zenobia Taraporewala , Peter Yuen, Nicole Khorsand, Susan Shenk, and Debbie Ambrose, and Susan Kolze. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.    

Approval of Minutes

The minutes from PTA meeting held on July 21, 2009 were presented to the Board for approval.  Julie moved that the minutes be adopted by the Board, and Neerja seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.
Treasure’s Report

The 2009-2010 Proposed Budget for the Travilah PTA was presented to the Board for approval.  Keri moved, and Julie seconded, that the budget be adopted by the Board as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.
Principal’s Report

Ms. Shenk said that the start of the school year was a smashing success.  Travilah has 437 students.  Kindergarteners and 25 additional students are new to the school this year, which is a lot compared to previous years.  The building looks great, and teachers have participated in training courses for the Promethium Boards.  Ms. Shenk thanked Brenda Yuen for her help organizing volunteers.  Ms. Killian is on medical leave, and Ms. Balis is acting as the Reading Specialist until her return.  Ms. Kolze extended thanks on behalf of the staff for the pre-services luncheon.  Ms. Ambrose discussed new staff assignments, including a media center assistant, building services worker, and para-educator.

H1N1 Update
Representatives from the Wootton Cluster have worked together to ensure that instruction could continue in the event that schools were closed.  Ms. Shenk discussed Travilah’s plans with the PTA.  Classroom teachers are creating email distribution lists that could be used to send out assignments to students.  Arrangements would be made for families without computers.  If it were necessary for the school to be closed for an extended period of time, plans would be put in place to collect and grade assignments.
Students are being encouraged to wash hands and avoid spreading germs as much as possible.  It is importance that if a child is sick, he or she should be kept home from school and fever-free for 24 hours without medication before returning.  Montgomery County will be offering the FluMist vaccine for all school children free of charge.  Permission forms will be sent home from school this Friday.
President’s Report
Neerja updated the front page on the PTA’s website, and Bob will be reviewing the site as well.  
Requests for art room support by parents or other PTA volunteers should be presented to Bob before being brought to Ms. Liddle.  This will ensure that she is given enough lead-time, and is not over-burdened with extra projects.  

Bob brought up the possibility of creating a policy regarding what types of advertisements the PTA would accept for the directory, newsletter, and website.  This will be an ongoing subject for discussion.  
One-On-One Basketball has requested that the PTA distribute a flyer to students.  The PTA sponsored this program in the past, but is no longer allowed to do so due to insurance reasons.  The school is not able to distribute materials because the company is for-profit and not county run.  It was decided that we confirm with Sally what our current commitment is, and at a minimum send a listserv email letting people know that we will not be distributing the flyer.  It was noted that One-On-One could purchase ad space.
Bob stressed the importance of follow-up for our major activities such as membership, directory, and grocery store receipts.  Bob will send out listserv messages for upcoming school and PTA events.
The meeting was adjourned 8:10 p.m.  

