Minutes from the PTA General Meeting

Tuesday, December 2, 2008
7:00 p.m.


Present:  Neerja Tripathi, Sally Schmalz, Bob Weiss, Keri Christovich, Jennifer Meyer, Jill Prater, George Sellers, Lisa Birse, Teri Troxell, Zena Abdullahi, Vida Asenso, Susan Shenk, Debbie Ambrose, and Lynda Tozier. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.    

President’s Report
The PTA collected $1,507 as well as additional gift cards for the Travilah family impacted by the house fire.  Gift cards were purchased with the cash and all the cards were given to the family.  Ms. Shenk also presented a gift card from the staff.
FUNDRAISING:  The Entertainment Book fundraiser has started and parents are responding well to Bob’s email.

PROGRAMS:  There has been a huge response to the Spelling Bee, and we will receive additional help from high school students.  We also have a sponsor to participate in the Scripps National Spelling Bee next year.
TREASURER:  The PTA’s distribution of money to the teachers will be the same as last year:  $150 each, with $125 to specials.  Teachers should send receipts in to the Treasurer.  Ms. Shenk requested that we send letters to the teachers to let them know about the funds.  
COMMUNITY SERVICES:  Students raised $475 to feed needy family in Montgomery County.  The PTA purchased nineteen $25 gift cards to be distributed.  We also have collected dozens of winter coats, hats, and gloves for Summit Hall.  Neerja thanked everyone who has contributed to these programs.  Summit Hall has requested that our funds for them be given in one lump sum.
DELEGATE:  There was a presentation on cyber safety.  A motion to support the closing of schools for Inauguration Day was not passed, so the County PTA does not take a position on the issue.  Motions did pass to support a change in curriculum to include discussion and viewing of the events, and to allow excused absences if schools are open.  The MCCPTA Operating Budget Forum will be held 1/5 to present concerns to the Board of Education and the cluster.
Principal’s Report
Ms. Shenk requested that all families complete the on-line parent survey before 12/31.  The budget meeting on 12/11 has been postponed to allow for additional preparation and examination of possible cuts.  Ms. Shenk is not sure if the new sidewalks will impact Travilah’s bus routes, but she will let us know.  Travilah was one of four schools in the state to receive a “Superior” rating for cleanliness.  Mr. Ricketts received the award from the Governor.  This is quite an accomplishment, especially since the visit was made during our construction.  Ms. Shenk thanked the PTA for their work on the Book Fair.
Book Fair

Lisa and Teri presented information on the very successful Book Fair.  The money has been given to Jen, and the paperwork is in to Scholastic.  We made a cash profit of $3,455, plus earned books and customer reward dollars.  There were many volunteers, and we will thank them in the Principal and President’s newsletters.

Parlementarian’s Report

Bylaws are revised every three years, although much of the language is standard.  Recommendations for changes are as follows:  1) Reduce the quorum requirement from 15 to 12 members; 2) Rename the Board to be called the Executive Committee, and change the structure slightly to be nearer a corporate structure; 3) Remove the Parliamentarian and President Elect positions and add the Immediate Past President and Volunteer Coordinator.  After a discussion, we decided to also add a Vice President of Services (these jobs are currently handled by the President).  Revised Bylaws will be presented and voted on at a future meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.  

Bob Weiss mad a presentation on Internet Security.
