Minutes from PTA Meeting
Tuesday, November 1, 2011

Present: Rebecca Reiser, Irene Ray, Sue Potts, Dee Weiss, Susan Shenk, Debbie Ambrose, Amanda Katz, Rachel Dorfman, George Sellers, Kristin Sontagg

Meeting called to order at 7:06.  Introductions were made.  Minutes from the October 4 meeting were distributed.  Dee motioned for approval and Kristin seconded the motion.  Motion was passed unanimously.

Principal’s Report
Mrs. Shenk thanked PTA and volunteers for Halloween parties.  There was incredible  parent turn out and Mrs. Shenk appreciated the community support.

Mrs. Shenk relayed that the staff is looking forward to the upcoming cultural arts programming. Wonderful field trips are coming up (including one to Mount Vernon and another to the Agricultural Farm Park).  Mrs. Shenk noted that PTA parents have again gone beyond the call of duty on behalf of the students.

VP of Programs Report
Kristen reported that Keri is organizing an after school Lego program.  The flyer will go out at the beginning of January.

VP of Fundraising Report
Sue relayed that movie night was a big success.  It raised $540.  Kids were well behaved and clean up was smooth.  Bar-T was helpful in supplying some donations and in assisting with set-up and clean up for the event.  She asked for ideas to show appreciation to Bar T for their help and support of this program and others.

Book Fair is coming up and is on track.  This year we are adding a family fun night to the book fair.  It will be Tuesday, November 8th.  Pizza will be available for purchase at the school.

VP of Services
Nothing new to report.

Community Service Support
A flier outlining all the upcoming community service events, including the upcoming $1 Thanksgiving donation for Summit Hall, was recently sent out by Mrs. Heyn.

Treasurer
Dee Weiss distributed the updated budget.  She asked for questions or comments and  suggested that we bring it up for a vote next month.



Vounteer Coordinator
Approximately 1/3 of parents have served as volunteers in some capacity.  Picture day was especially efficient, thanks to the hard work of Amy Bryan.  Thanks to parents volunteers for Halloween Parties and the Halloween Happening.  Many thanks to Book Fair volunteers.  Volunteers are always appreciated, and still needed, for the book fair, especially for the beginning days.  Additionally, volunteers are always needed for Thursday, when the books arrive.

Delegate
Many resolutions were discussed, including those regarding the capital budget, co-located programs and a curfew.  Next month there is expected to be a proposed resolution supporting honors’ courses in middle school.  There was some discussion about what this means.

President’s Report
Box Top collections were significant this year.  Three students will get prizes for being top contributors: Sam Foster, Jack Green and Mick Shiflet.  Michael Hsu from Mrs. Facine’s class was randomly chosen from all participants to receive a participation prize.

Playwell Technology has been discussed.  Issues of room, etc. will be rolled into course cost.

Advertising in Dolphin Splash could be expanded to increase revenue.  The Travilah community will be encouraged to advertise their services (babysitting, grass cutting, etc.) in the Dolphin Splash if they aren’t already doing so.

There has been the suggestion that we expand community nights to include an arts and crafts night.  This could serve as a community builder and a fund-raiser.  It would be a new and different way to engage families.

Another idea is to develop a fun-run at Travilah (1K or 5K).  There are parents who have already expressed an interest in organizing it.  Sue believes once it is off the ground, it will be easy to implement in the future.

Someone inquired whether the directory was ready.  They arrived today and many members offered to help get them organized and out to families.  Another question was regarding the directory application and whether it would be available to all families or just PTA members.  This remained unanswered but Amanda agreed that it is a good question.  She will follow up on the answer. It was determined that approximately 250 Travilah families are PTA members.  Rachel will determine what percentage this is and inform the board via email.

Motion to adjourn at 7:32.  Seconded and passed.
