Minutes from the PTA Board Meeting

Tuesday, January 6, 2009
7:00 p.m.


Present:  Neerja Tripathi, Sally Schmalz, Bob Weiss, Keri Christovich, Jen Meyer, Jill Prater, George Sellers, Julie Novick, Debbie Ambrose, and Janet Ghetti. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.    

President’s Report

Neerja, Bob, Sally, and George attended the MCCPTA Operating Budget Forum to provide input on the MCPS budget.  The discussion centered on whether there was a preference for programs to be cut or class sizes to be increased.  The Wootton Cluster Coordinator, Rich Edelman, will prepare testimony based on this meeting to be presented to the school board.  
Neerja received no positive responses for her email requesting a volunteer to be next year’s PTA President.  Board members are encouraged to personally contact possible candidates and try to recruit someone.  It was also suggested that additional emails be sent with more specific information on what the job entails and how the other board members support the position.  Announcements can also be made at PTA events and on PTA flyers.

Delegate’s Report
George elaborated on the Budget Forum.  The best course of action is to write letters to representatives in Annapolis in support of the MCPS budget.
Principal’s Report
Ms. Ambrose thanked parents for the holiday remembrances given to the school staff.  The staff also appreciated the PTA’s cookie exchange very much.  Ms. Tozier asked for pictures for the yearbook to be submitted to her. 
Treasurer’s Report

Jen presented a program/fundraising summary.  Actual amounts compare favorably to our budget.  Entertainment Book sales helped offset lower than expected Sally Foster sales.  The book fair was very successful.  Jen will discuss with Ms. Castonguay any specific needs for the media center.  We discussed giving a portion to the media center and decided on $1,000 to be given later in the year.
VP Programs Report
Business outreach is performing as expected.  We need items for the International Night Raffle.  Please email Sally with ideas.  Spelling Bee practices has gone very well, with the competition beginning 1/21 and the grand finale in April.  Staff will be invited to the events.  Lunar New Year preparations are going great.  Global Arts Odyssey will start in January, and Keyboarding in February.  We discussed the possibility of adding another foreign language.  
VP Fundraising Report

We are through the major chunk of our fundraising for the school year, and are on-track and close to budget.  Bob will now focus on the status of grocery store receipts and Travilahwear.  We have decided to put the Winter Gala concept on hold.  Instead, Alex and Sharon will work on another project -- more like a family fun night for adults, or an event with pizza and a movie for kids with nicer food for parents.
Secretary’s Report

The minutes from PTA meetings held on November 5th and December 2th were presented to the Executive Board for approval.  Bob moved that the minutes be adopted by the Board, and Jen seconded.  The motion carried.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.  
