Minutes from the PTA Meeting

Tuesday October 5, 2010

7:00 pm

Present:Sally Schmalz, Susan Potts, Terri Stillwagoner, Dee Weiss, Keri Christovich, George Sellers, Peter Yuen, Alex Hazlett, Jane Silbert, Tamara Morris, Susan Kolze, Renee Dosey (Bar-T), Manan Mohale, Julie Krieger, Jen Meyer, Vidya Thriumalai, Susan Shenk, Debbie Ambrose, Maggie Meyer, Meesha Graham, Julianne Greene, Lynn Grainger, Gule Emran, Kawal Singh, Nicole Khorsand, Deanna Jezek, Renee Kravitz, Lynn Huang, Rebecca Reiser

The meeting was called to order at 7:08.  Introductions around the room, included were some new parents.

Secretary’s report: Peter Yuen read the minutes from 6-1-10, and with one minor change (adding Sally Schmalz to the list of attendees), George moved and Dee seconded the motion to approve the minutes.  Passed unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report: Dee Weiss presented the budget.

Two items were not counted in this year’s budget, which was balanced to $57:

1) Cultural arts spending was down last year in anticipation of larger spending this year (artist in residence), so this expenditure was shifted to this year as a capital item.

2) Travilahwear has sold well, and Susan Potts is trying to build inventory to help with selling and marketing.

We have $30,000 in reserve.

Principal’s Report:  Mrs. Shenk thanked the PTA for lunch during pre-service, food to the staff during the beginning of the school year.  She reported a good start to the school year, with only a slight reduction in staff, and the school’s supply needs have been met despite 1/3 cut from the supplies budget.  We have 431 students.  We have started the Homework Club, run by Mrs. Lowe, Mrs. Heyn, and Mr. Hyman (school psychologist) who volunteer their time for sessions twice a week.  The PTA paid $2500 to fund the bus to take kids from the Homework Club (the bus was a victim of budget cuts).  So Mrs. Shenk thanked the PTA for helping make this possible.

The theme for this year is “It takes a team to educate a child.”  Toward that theme there are three initiatives:

1) an informational meeting about all the tests given, including Maryland School Assessment (MSA) and Terra Nova.

2) an evening parent/student math session to introduce fun games and activities to reinforce math concepts in a fun way.

3) Parents as Literacy Partners (3rd year now)

Vice-Principal’s Report:  Mrs. Ambrose reminded parents of 3rd and 5th graders about applications for elementary magnet at Cold Spring Elementary and middle school magnets.  Deadline for application is Nov 8, with subsequent assessments (December for middle school magnet).

The county and Kaiser Permanente (with a $100,000 donation) have a  competition for MoCo elementary schools called “On the Move” with cash prizes of $25,000, $10,000, $5,000 and $100 gift cards for top teams and individuals.  The aim of the program is to increase the activity level of elementary school staff.  The program just started and will end Dec 22.  We are currently in 5th place with 42/52 staff members registered.  Eight bus drivers have been assigned to our school and will be added this week.

Maggie Meyer has a complementary program “Girls on the Run” on Mondays and Fridays.

Teacher Liason’s Report:  Mrs. Kolze will attend every other month, she is the lead teacher for 3rd grade this year.  Current highlights of the curriculum are Economics, Science Detectives, and playing the recorder (in Music).

Bar-T report:  Renee Dorsey, director, reported that the number of students has increased from 37-42 to 72 this year.  She thanked the school for working with her to add a new room so that they can increase their capacity to 80.  Eight of the students are from Frost Middle School (all Travilah alumni).

President’s report:  Sally Schmalz announced two new fundraisers and two new enrichment programs:

1) Amy Bennett is suggesting a 5K Fun Run and Walk, 8AM on Saturday(s) with a $1 donation that can be targeted (for example, Green Fund or Garden).

2) Movie night fundraiser in the all purpose room.  Sally wanted to give some variety, and hopefully the 4th and 5th graders can feel more connected to an event the way that K-3 are thrilled with Bingo Night.

3) Manjeet Reehal is proposing a KidWrite program for a couple of days a week (Mon and Tue ?) after school to teach kids creative writing.  The instructor is Gina Hagler, who also does the program for Fallsmead Elementary.  

4) Bhima Sastri would like to start Hands-On Science, a non-profit organization to spark kids’ interest in science.  Mrs. Shenk said that the program is wonderful, but it is highly dependent on the instructor you have, and the school has had this program, which was stopped.  Mrs. Ambrose mentioned that Mad Science (which does several in-school science field trips) has an after school program that is more engaging with demonstrations, as opposed to a more abstract Hands on Science program.  There was a consensus that the Mad Science would be a better choice.

Sally also updated for Neerja Tripathi, who is our Webmistress, who is requesting all VPs and committee chairs to send their handouts, applications, etc. to her to post onto the web.  Sally mentioned that she wanted to have both paper and web distribution of information so that parents cannot complain about not getting notified of an activity.  With both modes, there should be no grounds for complaint.

VP of Programs Report:  Julie Krieger reported that the activities so far have been successful:  Back to School Picnic (chaired by Christine Zmuda) and Ice Cream Party for Summer Reading Program (chaired by Christine Zmuda and Ellen Silver).  Currently, Amy Bryan is chairing Halloween Happenings.

The Chess Club application is on the PTA website, still openings for session 2 in November.

Upcoming programs:  Creative Kids, Cook with Books, FLES (over 40 kids signed up for Spanish, 4 classrooms were needed for the unexpected demand), Cultural Arts residency (last week of Oct), Reflections (Oct 12 application deadline, Nov 12 submission deadline), Travilah Healthy Start, Global Arts (art and culture from about 6 different countries in 8 week session), Spelling Bee (but a chair is needed).

VP of Fundraising Report: Sally filled in for Deanna Jezek, Lavender got off to a slow start, but has picked up momentum, grossing about $5,000. Terri Stillwagoner noted that some Lavender items are not online, and you need to call. Dee mentioned that we need more PTA members.  We are only at 55%, compared to 80% last year.

VP of Services Report:  Terri Stillwagoner thanked Maria Moore for sunshine committee work, Neerja for staff appreciation, and Lynn Grainger for coordinating room parents.

Community Service Report:  Jen Meyer said that Mrs. Heyn hasn’t gotten going yet, but that we should expect a food drive in November, as well as a contribution to Summit Hall ES (near Gaithersburg HS), which has been about $2,000 in the past.  This is our sister ES, and they came last year with about 200 students on buses, dressed to the nines with costumes made by parents.  Their show was well received by our students and all the choreography was spot on.  Alex said that two Summit Hall students who had been in constant trouble were turned around by the program, so we are making a difference.

Delegate’s Report:  George Sellers said that three pro forma resolutions were approved: budget priorities, operating budget compact, and capital improvements resolution.   There was an appeal for people to go to Board of Education meetings to let them know that the  parents care about what budget priorities are important to us.

New Business:

Cultural Arts programs: Alex Hazlett announced that the Sculpture Residency by Kevin Reese would be the last week in October, a big outdoor mobile will be constructed by students.  Possible locations are the courtyard and the bus circle.  It involves math, physics, balancing, planning, etc.  Unveiling is planned for Oct 29, but there was some concern that it conflicts with Halloween Happenings, so Alex will work something out.  Every 5 years or so students can add to it.

Membership:  Alex re-iterated that 55% PTA membership is unacceptably low, especially if we want to fund cultural arts, which can be expensive (Chinese acrobats was $1,000).  Tamara Morris volunteered to cold call.

Tamara asked if we needed to be concerned with membership funds, considering the $30,000 in reserve funds.  Sally responded that membership is more than the dollars that it brings in, that participation is important for buy-in and adds a sense of community spirit, being an active participant in your child’s school.  

Tamara asked who is doing ads for the school directory and offered her skills toward production as a magazine art director.  Sally mentioned that this was being handled by the business outreach coordinator (Brenda Yuen) in conjunction with Lynn Grainger, who is doing the directory.

After everyone had a chance to review the budget, Jen motioned and George seconded for adoption of the budget.  Passed unanimously.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:02.

