Minutes from the PTA Board Meeting

Tuesday June 1, 2010

7:00 pm

Present: Julie Novick, Zenobia Taraporewala, Brenda Yuen, Peter Yuen, Bob Weiss, Dee Weiss, Vidya Thirumalai, George Sellers, Keri Christovich, Debbie Ambrose, Susan Shenk, Deanna Jezek, Jennifer Meyer,  Alex Hazlett, Sally Schmalz

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm

This meeting was called as a ‘working meeting’, so it was not an official board meeting per se.

Alex Hazlett presented a proposal for a sculptor in residence, where a board decision was needed quickly because the calendar fills up quickly.  This residency would be 5 days.  There are many options, sometimes just an assembly, sometimes something more permanent, sometimes artist might do sculpture or lecture only, it could be a substantial piece interior or exterior-depending on needs of the school and availability of space.  When outdoor sculptures need to be maintained, every 4-5 years new students can add to it.

Examples at schoolsculptures.com/photogrid

Mrs. Shenk noted that she likes to rotate residencies in the cultural arts, one year it might be a poet in residence for  5th grade, or opera in residence by a former music teacher.  This past year was the rainforest bus.

Alex noted that 3rd grade had a percussion instrument just before Lunar New Year

Sally suggested that we could have fewer programs during the year 

Keri suggested that we could have direct appeals for Chinese Acrobats, sculputure in residence, people are more willing to contribute since it directly affects their child.

Bob mentioned that over the summer there will be a budget meeting, and it should be set at that time.  However, Alex wanted an informal vote, even though this is not a full meeting, to put in a  deposit and set a date.  It was unanimous.

Main purpose of meeting is to see how we can streamline the back to school deluge of PTA tasks, Bob identified four areas of focus

Grocery receipts

Membership (Alex Hazlett)

Volunteer (Keri Christovich)

Directory (Lynn Grainger)

Of the approximately 60 incoming kids, 40-45 are new (the rest are siblings)

Challenges with Directory:

List of who’s enrolled by mid October, Bob suggests that we not try to get the directory too perfect, should go to press earlier.

Different forms for MCPS and PTA, can conflict (opt out of MCPS and opt in for PTA).  So forms should be rewritten to minimize confusion, but no consensus was reached on why there was confusion.

Need to update forms:

Make sure that there is no duplication

Make sure that parents are not signing up for canceled programs

Mrs Shenk noted that Wooton is going electronic with their summer mailing, there was some discussion about this being a future possibility for us, but for now, paper will prevail until at least we see what Wooton’s experience is.

Neerja reported that she resolved the domain issue

For volunteer signup list Brenda suggested that there should be 2 forms: one for room parent and another for the rest.

Mrs. Shenk had three items:

1) Mrs. Heyn’s food drive until next Wed

2) Budget cuts: instructional material cut by 1/3

a. Dee asked how we could help mitigate this, Mrs. Shenk said that the bulk of it could not be addressed by the PTA without violating MCPS policy.  However, a few small items such as agenda books or Weekly Readers that currently come out of Mrs. Shenk’s Principal’s discretionary budget.

b. Included in the budget cuts are stipends for teachers to do activities (~$150), may need PTA support by way of volunteers

c. Mrs Shenk also asked for help with activity buses that get kids home from Homework Club about 2-3 times a week from Oct-April, ~$3,000.

3) Thank you to Bob Weiss.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:08 pm

