Travilah PTA Newsletter – November 2011
The Dolphin’s Splash
Dear Parents,
One quarter of the year has come and gone, and I don’t know about you, but I can’t believe how quickly the time has flown by. Our children are well versed in the routines of their classrooms and are working hard to meet the expectations of their teachers. 
About a week ago, I heard a young boy say. “We have a really great school.” When asked why he thought that was so, his reply was,” we have such great teachers.” It is true that we are fortunate to have a staff that cares so deeply about the success of our children.  In the spirit of Thanksgiving, I would like to take a moment to thank the staff who commit themselves to teaching and nurturing our children every day. 
In addition, we are also fortunate to have a very supportive community of parents that work hard to enrich the overall school experience.  Inevitably, as I get ready to write this newsletter, I receive several requests to include a thank you for the many people that have done something special to make our school a better place.  I will include some of those a thank yous, but I am sure there are many more good deeds that I don’t even know about.  So THANK YOU to all of who have given a moment of your time as a volunteer.
I would like to express to every parent reading this newsletter that the PTA is committed to supporting the school and to making your child’s elementary school experience a rich one. As always, if you have any suggestions or ideas that you would like to share, please don’t hesitate to bring those ideas to Keri or myself. We look forward to the opportunity to work with all of you.
Thank you,
	Sue Potts 	Keri Christovich
	PTA Co-President	PTA Co-President
	suepotts@comcast.net	christovich.dc@verizon.net

or: president@travilahpta.org
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TRAVILAH’S NOVEMBER ACCOMPLISHMENTS
MOVIE NIGHT
It was another enjoyable PTA sponsored event for the children. Rachel Dorfman pulled off our second successful movie night where the children and parents dined on popcorn and M&Ms and watched the very fun movie, Rio. We want to thank Bar T for their help in setting up, cleaning up, and for their generous donation of popcorn and video equipment. If you missed this movie night, mark your calendars. The next movie night will be on Friday, March 9th. You won’t want to miss it! It is a great chance for the children to get together with friends outside of the school setting in a fun and safe environment
HALLOWEEN PARADE AND PARTIES
As I pulled into the school parking lot on the afternoon of October 28th, I was amazed at all of the activity. Parents and teachers were going every which way trying to get the classrooms ready and the children dressed for the Halloween festivities. It was a great day and the costumes were outstanding. Thank you to all of the room parents and special thanks to Kris Sellman who put together the Halloween Happenings event for the younger siblings. 
DIRECTORY
The directory has arrived!! After a lot of hard work, the 2011/2012 Directories were distributed to every member of the PTA. Huge thanks to Amanda Katz who took the lead on this project and worked very hard with AtoZ to get the directories into your hands. Thank you to Lynn Grainger for her expertise and guidance along the way. If you did not receive a directory, please let us know. The directories are only available to PTA members so, if you would like to become a member, we can get you a Membership Form, or if you are a member, you can purchase additional directories for just $5.
BOOK FAIR	
What a huge success!! This years’ Scholastic Book Fair grossed over $15,000. The crowd of excited children and parents was impressive, and the enthusiasm for books was exhilarating. This event would not be possible without the hard work of so many volunteers, but a big thank you first goes to Teri Toxell who has chaired this event for 8 years, and to Amy Bryan who was her right hand gal this year. Teri and Amy would like to extend a HUGE THANK YOU to the many volunteers who helped make this important fundraiser such a success. Thank you to Lana Labban, Melissa Gracyalny, Julie Kreiger, Keri Christovich, Kris Sellman, Terri Stillwagoner, Sudeshna Mandal, Julie Marsteller, Vidya Thirumalai, Susan Mina, Julianne Greene, Jessica Somwaru, Jill Prater, Neerja Tripathi, Nicole Khorsand, Christin Zmuda, Weibing Sheng, Jen Meyer, Ellen Silver, Yuhua Xiang, Jennifer Yu, Marie Scheleret, Kate Shiflett, Janice Frankford, Kerry Bowman, Doris Auth, Yoon Jun, Lauri Noble, and Brandy Nalls. In addition, there were several middle school students that earned SSL hours by pitching in throughout the entire week of the book fair. Thanks to all of them as well.
FAMILY FUN NIGHT	
We managed to slip in two Family Fun Nights this month. We added a pizza party to the Book Fair Family Fun Night which allowed numerous families to gather and socialize before or after browsing through the books.  
The Travilah community also enjoyed the Chinese cuisine from Gui Lin on November 14th.  It is always so nice to see familiar faces out enjoying a meal with friends while also helping the PTA to earn a few dollars that will be used to support the wonderful programs for our children. If you have never attended one of these Family Fun Nights, I highly recommend it. The kids love to see their friends and even some staff members. It is a great way for us as parents to encourage their participation in a very enjoyable and simple fundraiser for the PTA. Susan Winson has picked a new spot for our December Family Fun Night. She does a terrific job planning these events, and she tries to find locations that will appeal to large numbers of families. My family, for one, is eager for this next outing.  On December 12th, please join us at Noodles & Company in the Kentlands. 
TRAVILAH’S UPCOMING PROGRAMS
PLAY-WELL TEKNOLOGIES – COMING SOON!!! 
Be on the lookout for a flier for this new and exciting program coming to Travilah in January 2012.
Play-Well TEKnologies provides project-based programs designed to teach principles and methods of engineering, architecture, and science to grades K – 8th, utilizing LEGO™ and other building systems. This organization strives to build problem-solving skills, provide an opportunity for creative expression, foster a greater appreciation of how things work, and encourage the qualities of inquisitiveness, self- reliance, and self-confidence in children. They do this in the context of fun-filled engineering and architectural projects that both the children and our instructors enjoy!
HOLIDAY COOKIE EXCHANGE
On December 20th, the PTA will be sponsoring the annual holiday cookie exchange for the staff. Bakers will be needed to provide 4 dozen of your favorite cookies, brownies, bars, etc. This is a fun event for the staff, so when thinking about your holiday preparations, please keep this in mind. Details will be coming home in backpacks in early December. 
“TRAVILAH MOVES”
Once upon a time, a parent came to a PTA meeting with an idea. She said, “What do you think about a Fun Run at Travilah?” Wheels started turning and now the ball is rolling. A committee of eager parents is starting the process of organizing this first of its kind Travilah Fun Run and Wellness Day in the spring of 2012. Members of this committee have studied the research and we believe that teaching our children about making healthy choices can have a very positive impact on academic performance and overall wellness. There will be much more to come on this topic, but if you have interest in helping in any way, please contact me at suepotts@comcast.net.  We have many great ideas, but we need the manpower to make it a reality for our children. 
FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIES
BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION CONTEST – WE HAVE OUR WINNERS!!!
The PTA submitted BOX TOPS in late October totaling 6,614 valued at $661.40 for the PTA.  Prizes were awarded to the 3 students who contributed the most BOX TOPS. Congratulations to Mick Shiflett, Sam Foster, and Jack Greene. We also held a random drawing from the names of all of the students who contributed BOX TOPS and the winner of that drawing was Michael Hsu.  You can continue to send in your BOX TOPS and your child will be eligible to win prizes when the totals are calculated again on February 24th.  In addition, a prize will be rewarded to the class that submits the most Box Tops later this year. 
ADDITIONAL BOX TOPS OPPORTUNITIES
Calling all Online Holiday Shoppers! Help our PTA earn cash by shopping at your favorite online stores through the Box Tops Marketplace. It’s easy and doesn’t cost you a thing! With over 100 participating retailers, including Lands' End, Justice, and iTunes, you're sure to find the perfect gift for everyone on your list – plus earn eBoxTops for Travilah! Travilah’s PTA will automatically earn eBoxTops dollars, at no additional cost to you, when you start shopping at your favorite store at: http://www.boxtops4education.com/earn/marketplace/.
In addition, Barnes & Noble and Box Tops have teamed up to make it easy for us to earn up to 6 eBoxTops with every qualified $10 purchase by shopping online at the Barnes & Noble Reading Room. Travilah will automatically earn eBoxTops dollars when you make your Barnes & Noble purchases at: http://www.boxtops4education.com/earn/readingroom/.
GROCERY STORE RECEIPTS 
Have you designated “TRAVILAH” on your grocery store bonus cards?  This must be done every school year, but it is one of the easiest things that you can do to support our school.  
Safeway (Group ID 6578473) - https://secure.escrip.com/jsp/supporter/registration/step1.jsp 
Giant/Peapod - http://www.giantfood.com/our_stores/bonus_bucks/index.htm 
Harris Teeter - http://www.harristeeter.com/community/together_in_education/link_to_your_school.aspx 
ALL NEW CLASSIFIED ADS!
THE DOLPHIN’S SPLASH NOW WELCOMES YOUR CLASSIFIED ADS!
Do you have a home-based business or service to promote?  Are you ready to sell your baby furniture, gently used private school uniforms, or other items?  Do you have a garage sale coming up, or car for sale? Reach other Travilah families with your service, business, or items for sale by placing a classified ad in this newsletter. 
Please contact Brenda Yuen at Brenda@usermail.com to place your ad.  
EXTRACURRICULAR CLUBS AND PRORAMS
Many before and after school programs are now in full swing. If you have any questions about any of these programs, please send an e-mail to the respective volunteer.
Chess Club	Monday	8:00am – 9:00am 	contact: pwcrack@pwcrack.com
Creative Kids	Monday 	3:30pm – 4:30pm  	contact: lorraineslud@yahoo.com 
Spelling Bee	Tuesday 	3:30pm – 4:30pm  	contact:  jill.prater@comcast.net
Kids Write	Wednesday 	8:00am – 9:00am 	contact: kidwrite@gmail.com
Computer Graphics 	Thursday	8:05am – 9:05am	contact: gailoring@verizon.net
Cook with Books	Thursday 	3:30pm – 4:30pm  	contact: lorraineslud@yahoo.com
FLES	Multiple days available 	contact: bbitaa@yahoo.com
Math Olympiad	Thursday	8:00am – 9:00am   contact:  Rdasuki@aflcio.org

COMMUNITY SERVICE
DOLLARS FOR THANKSGIVING DINNERS
If you have not done so already, please send $1 in with your child. The money raised will go toward the purchase of Thanksgiving dinners for Summit Hall families in the form of supermarket gift cards. 
ANNUAL WINTER COAT DRIVE
[bookmark: _GoBack]Starting on November 28 through to January 20th, you can drop off new or gently used winter coats in both children and adult sizes. It has been noticed that many moms are sacrificing themselves to keep their children warm, so please keep in mind the mothers when making your donations. You may also donate warm sweatshirts and sweatpants. 
DATES TO REMEMBER
November 23 		Early Release Day
November 24&25	No School – Thanksgiving Holiday
November 28		Meeting with MD State Senators and Delegates
December 6		PTA Meeting
December 12		Family Fun Night – Noodles & Company 
December 26 	  	Winter Break Begins
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