Travilah PTA Newsletter – January 2012
The Dolphin’s Splash

Dear Parents,
We hope everyone had a very enjoyable holiday season and that you had a chance to reenergize in preparation for the second half of the school year. There are so many wonderful events planned for your children and for the entire family. As I have said in past newsletters, none of the programs that the PTA sponsors would be possible without the many volunteers who give their time so freely to the school. Thank you!
As always, if you have any questions or concerns at any time, please don’t hesitate to speak with Keri or myself. We look forward to the opportunity to work with all of you.	
	Sue Potts 	Keri Christovich
	PTA Co-President	PTA Co-President
	suepotts@comcast.net	christovich.dc@verizon.net

or: president@travilahpta.org




DATES TO REMEMBER
January 27		Bingo Night
February 1		Spelling Bee
February 7		PTA Meeting – Mr. Sellers – “Saving for College”
February 14 		Valentine’s Day Parties
February 16		Family Fun Night – Cheeburger Cheeburger
February 20 		No School – President’s Day
February 22		Cultural Arts Presentation – History Alive! 
February 29 		Hearing and Vision Screening


TRAVILAH’S JANUARY ACCOMPLISHMENTS
FAMILY FUN NIGHT
There was a large crowd dining together at California Pizza Kitchen. We made a decent amount of money for the PTA, so thank you to all who joined us. 
Our next Family Fun Night is scheduled for February 16th at Cheeburger Cheeburger. Please try to join us!
LUNAR NEW YEAR CELEBRATION
On January 25th, we celebrated the Lunar New Year with a wonderful variety of activities for the students. Several families committed a great deal of their time toward making this celebration such a rich experience. The students enjoyed a play performed by their classmates as well as making crafts and learning several words in the Chinese language. Then, the students marched in the Lunar New Years’ Parade while showing off the wonderful pieces they made in art class over the past several weeks. I want to thank each and every volunteer that helped to make this celebration such a success. I apologize if I left any names off the list. I know there were many contributors, and we thank you all.
Thank you to Sylvia Wu, Lily Chiang, Lifen Yao, Ruibai Luo, Mao-Fen Yu, Weibing Sheng, Vivian Lam, Dongmei Lu, Te-Wen Hsu, Jie Yin, Shuhong Li,Si Jin, Dao Zhou, Kris Sellman, Dashuang Shi, Mei-Fang Zhao, Shuhong Li, Nicle Khorsand, Dora Fu, Sheau-Chiann Wang, Lily Chen

UPCOMING EVENTS
BINGO NIGHT 
Tonight!! Tonight!!! Please bring your family out for some Bingo fun tonight at the Travilah ES All Purpose Room from 7:00 – 8:30pm. Tickets are $7 per person which buys you admission, a slice of pizza or hot dog, one raffle ticket,a drink,  and unlimited bingo. Thank you to Bita Safai for putting together this event for our children.
SPELLING BEE
A very special thanks to Jill Prater who has been working with several super spellers to prepare them for their upcoming Spelling Bee that will take place on February 1st.  Remember, only kids grades 3, 4 or 5 are eligible for the school spelling bee, and please return registration forms to the school by Monday January 30th.
JUMP ROPE FOR HEART 
Jump Rope for Heart time is here again.  The event will be held this year on Tuesday March 6th.  Grades 2, 3, 4 and 5 are invited to participate. Grades K and one will have the chance to collect donations and visit the event.  Jump Rope for Heart is a national fundraiser for the American Heart Association.  Last year we were able to raise over $10,000.  Students will be receiving their permission slips during the first week of February and will receive donation packets after turning in a permission slip.  We ask for flat donations, and encourage students not to go door-to-door soliciting.  The donation packet also explains in detail about Jump Rope for Heart and where your donation goes.  
Students will be placed on teams of about six jumpers.  Each jump session will last one hour.  Two team members jump at a time switching on the whistle every two minutes.  This process continues throughout the jump.  The third grade will be jumping from 9:35-10:35am. The fourth grade will be jumping from 10:45-11:45am. The fifth graders will be jumping from 12:40-1:40pm. The second grade will be jumping from 1:55-2:55pm.
Last year we had a lot of fun!  Please encourage your child to participate.
JUMP ROPE FOR HEART (CONTINUED)
Important reminders:
•	Permission Slips come out the end of January.
•	Donation packets go out on Friday the 10th.
•	You will receive online donation information and an online donation challenge sheet in the next week
•	Donations are due on Tuesday March 6th.  Please send them in with your son or daughter on that day. 
•	You can collect checks for donations or do it all on line.  Just go to:  www.americanheart.org/jump (Just make sure to print out your donation history report and bring that in with your donation packet)
•	 You do not have to have donations in order to participate.  You just have to turn in the permission slip.
•	The class that raises the most money will win a pizza party!!!
INTERNATIONAL NIGHT
Mark your calendars. Travilah’s annual International Night will be held on Friday, March 25th. Please see the attached flier for more details.
TRAVILAH MOVES
The Travilah PTA is excited to announce a new and very fun community event!  We hope that ALL Travilah families will participate in TRAVILAH MOVES – our first annual Fun Run and Wellness Day.  The event will be held at the school on Sunday, April 29th, 2012 from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m., and will include a one-mile Fun Run and a shorter Dolphin Dash for younger children.  In addition, health and fitness organizations from our surrounding community will hold demonstrations, offer classes, provide information, and distribute promotional items.  Leading up to the big day, Travilah students will be involved in activities that explain the importance of being physically active and eating nutritious meals. 
You can look forward to more detailed information and registration materials to be distributed soon.  Right now, we need your help to identify possible businesses to participate in the event.  We envision classes and demonstrations offered by fitness facilities, information provided by health professionals, and additional opportunities for other wellness-based companies.  Please take a copy of the attached TRAVILAH MOVES Corporate Sponsorship Letter and Form to business that you support (dance/yoga studios, karate facilities, fitness centers, gyms, health food stores, doctors, dentists, optometrists, etc.) and ask them if they would participate in our event.  Completed Corporate Sponsorship Forms should be sent in to the school. 
I will be coordinating TRAVILAH MOVES, along with a committee of dedicated parents interested in supporting a healthy lifestyle for our families.  If you would like to be involved in the planning process, please contact me at SuePotts@comcast.net or 301-251-0126.  We welcome your input and support!
 ONGOING FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIES 
BOX TOPS OPPORTUNITIES
Please continue to send in your Box Tops. We will be collecting and counting in February, so keep them coming!
GROCERY STORE RECEIPTS 
Have you designated “TRAVILAH” on your grocery store bonus cards?  
Safeway (Group ID 6578473) - https://secure.escrip.com/jsp/supporter/registration/step1.jsp 
Giant/Peapod - http://www.giantfood.com/our_stores/bonus_bucks/index.htm 
Harris Teeter - http://www.harristeeter.com/community/together_in_education/link_to_your_school.aspx 
ALL NEW CLASSIFIED ADS!
THE DOLPHIN’S SPLASH NOW WELCOMES YOUR CLASSIFIED ADS!
Please contact Brenda Yuen at Brenda@usermail.com to place your ad.  
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
PTA OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE YEAR 2012-2013
It may seem early, but we have to start planning for and filling PTA jobs for the upcoming school year. We have had an incredibly active and supportive PTA this year, and I am sure the rest of this year will continue to be busy, yet run smoothly with the help of so many wonderful volunteers.
We already know that there will be several board positions open next year as many of the current Board Members have already given several years of their time. Please start thinking about ways that you would like to become involved in your child’s elementary school experience. You can contact Keri or myself with any questions. 
EXTRACURRICULAR CLUBS AND PRORAMS
Many before and after school programs are in full swing, and many are gearing up for their spring sessions. If you have any questions about any of these programs, please send an e-mail to the respective volunteer.
Chess Club	Monday	8:00am – 9:00am 	contact:  pwcrack@pwcrack.com
Creative Kids	Monday 	3:30pm – 4:30pm	contact:  lorraineslud@yahoo.com 
Spelling Bee	Tuesday 	3:30pm – 4:30pm	contact:  jill.prater@comcast.net
Kids Write	Wednesday 	8:00am – 9:00am 	contact:  kidwrite@gmail.com
Computer Graphics 	Thursday	8:05am – 9:05am	contact:  gailoring@verizon.net
Cook with Books	Thursday 	3:30pm – 4:30pm	contact:  lorraineslud@yahoo.com
FLES	Multiple days available 	contact: bbitaa@yahoo.com
Math Olympiad	Thursday	8:00am – 9:00am 	contact:  Rdasuki@aflcio.org
Play-Well TEKnologies	Thursday	3:30pm – 5:00pm 	contact:  tlam@verizon.net

New this Spring: 	Hands On Science		contact:marialinnik@gmail.com
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