Travilah PTA Newsletter – December 2011
The Dolphin’s Splash

Dear Parents,
2011 is quickly coming to a close. I will make this newsletter brief and let you all get back to your holiday preparations.  As always, there has been a lot of activity at the school, and there will be more to come in January.  We have so much to be thankful for, and so much to look forward to. For now, relax and use this break to enjoy valuable time with friends and family. We wish you all a very happy holiday season!
	Sue Potts 	Keri Christovich
	PTA Co-President	PTA Co-President
	suepotts@comcast.net	christovich.dc@verizon.net

or: president@travilahpta.org
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DATES TO REMEMBER
December 26 		Winter Break Begins
January 3		First Day Back to School
January 3		PTA Meeting – Ms. Evans will be presenting “Early and Middle Childhood Communication Milestones”   ****
January 18		Family Fun Night – California Pizza Kitchen
**** School staff has volunteered to discuss topics of interest to parents as expressed in the survey that recently went home. Please plan to attend the first of these presentations at the PTA meeting on January 3rd. The meeting will be held from 7-8pm in the media center at Travilah. Ms. Evans will talk about Early and Middle Childhood Communication Milestones.  Her presentation will include:  What to expect at various stages and ages of development when examining speech and language, social language, voice, and fluency. She will have a Powerpoint presentation as well as handouts for the parents. ****
TRAVILAH’S DECEMBER ACCOMPLISHMENTS
FAMILY FUN NIGHT
There was a decent turnout at Noodles & Company for our December Family Fun Night. We decided to have a contest and award the class that had the greatest participation. There was a tie between Ms. Emr’s 4th grade class and Mrs. Fones’ 5th grade class. We appreciate their participation and the classes are being rewarded with a prizes later this week 
Our next Family Fun Night is scheduled for January 18th at California Pizza Kitchen. Please try to join us!
HOLIDAY COOKIE EXCHANGE
On December 20th, the PTA sponsored the annual holiday cookie exchange for the staff.  A special thank you to Neerja Tripathi who organized the event, and thank you to all of her wonderful bakers. The staff at Travilah works very hard and I am sure they appreciated the many treats.  
NEW SPIRITWEAR
In case you missed it, Amy Bennett has livened up our Travilahwear inventory. You can check out the new items on display outside the front office. She has added a tie dye hoodie, a compression shirt, and a fleece beanie winter hat. If you have any questions, please e-mail Amy at kjb2alb@aol.com
CULTURAL ARTS
On December 20th, the students enjoyed Joe Romano – Books- The Magic is Real. I heard it was a fabulous event. Thank you to Julie Krieger for organizing the wonderful cultural arts programs that the PTA is able to sponsor as a result of the many fundraising opportunities available to us. 

FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIES (speaking of which)
BOX TOPS OPPORTUNITIES
Please continue to send in your Box Tops. We will be collecting and counting in February, so keep them coming!
GROCERY STORE RECEIPTS 
Have you designated “TRAVILAH” on your grocery store bonus cards?  This must be done every school year, but it is one of the easiest things that you can do to support our school.  
Safeway (Group ID 6578473) - https://secure.escrip.com/jsp/supporter/registration/step1.jsp 
Giant/Peapod - http://www.giantfood.com/our_stores/bonus_bucks/index.htm 
Harris Teeter - http://www.harristeeter.com/community/together_in_education/link_to_your_school.aspx 
ALL NEW CLASSIFIED ADS!
THE DOLPHIN’S SPLASH NOW WELCOMES YOUR CLASSIFIED ADS!
Please contact Brenda Yuen at Brenda@usermail.com to place your ad.  

COMMUNITY SERVICE
DOLLARS FOR THANKSGIVING DINNERS
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you to the many families that sent in money for our $ for Turkeys program. We were able to send over $900 in supermarket gift cards to Summit Hall families in order for them to purchase their Thanksgiving meals.
Annual Winter Coat Drive
The coat drive will be running until January 20th. . Please drop off any new or gently used winter coats in both children and adult sizes. There are boxes for your donations in the front hallway of the school.  
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