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August 29, 2011
Dear Parents and Guardians:

The Travilah Parent Teacher Association (PTA) welcomes you to the 2011-2012 school year.  We invite and encourage you to become a part of your child’s education by joining Travilah’s PTA.

Your PTA:

· Sponsors many programs that directly contribute to your child’s education.

· Funds cultural arts programs that enhance the curriculum throughout the year.

· Hosts the Back-to-School Picnic, International Night, Travilahfest, Movie Nights, Bingo Night, Family Fun Nights, and other fun events.

· Contributes substantial funds each year for educational materials for each classroom.

· Provides annual allotments and resources to the media center.

· Funds the entire cost of color print cartridges for computer printers throughout the school used by students and teachers (this cost is not provided for in the school budget).

· Sponsors community service projects so that our children may also learn to help others.

· Coordinates parent volunteers with teachers and staff.

The PTA gives you a voice in your child’s overall education.  You may vote at PTA meetings and be an active participant in our organization.  Our goal is for every parent to join the PTA.
The enclosed “TO DO LIST” will guide you through the steps necessary to become a member, receive a directory, and participate in all of our activities.  It is important that you submit a Membership Drive form by September 16, 2011, in order to ensure that you are included in and receive a copy of Travilah’s school directory.
Our first general meeting will be Tuesday, September 6, 2011, from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the Travilah Media Center.  All PTA meetings are open to the public, and we encourage you to attend and participate.
We will kick-off the year with our Back-to-School Picnic on Friday, September 9, 2011, from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the school.  We hope to see you there.
A list of our new PTA Officers and Committee Chairs is enclosed in this packet.  I encourage you to send us your ideas, questions, and concerns throughout the year.  Enjoy your year at Travilah!

Sincerely,

Sue Potts




Keri Christovich
Co-President, 2011-2012


Co-President, 2011-2012
suepotts@comcast.net



christovich.dc@verizon.net


“TO DO LIST”

· Join the PTA:  Simply complete the enclosed 2011-2012 Membership Drive form, and send it with your child to school before September 16, 2011.  With this membership you will receive a copy of the Travilah Elementary School Directory which contains contact information for students, class lists for each grade, a complete staff roster, phone and email references, and PTA contact information.  Only PTA members receive the Directory.
Do you want to be included in the 2011-2012 School Directory?  If your email address was listed in the 2010-2011 Directory, you will receive information about updating your entry from Travilah@SchoolDirectoryUpdate.com.  If your email has changed, was not listed, or if you are new to Travilah, please check the appropriate box on the Membership Drive form.  You will receive information in an email about how to add your entry to the school Directory.  Questions may be directed to Amanda Katz (katz_amanda@yahoo.com).
· Volunteer:  Select the activities that interest you on the enclosed Volunteer Request form, and return it to the school before September 7th.  The PTA will match volunteers with the individuals organizing our events.  We value your time and appreciate any help that you can provide to our children and teachers.  
· Read the PTA Back-to-School Packet:  There is so much information, it might seem overwhelming.  Please take a few moments and you will find details about upcoming    PTA-sponsored events and academic enrichment programs.  You will also discover how our school can benefit from your grocery store purchases.  And, your children will not want to miss out on Travilah Spiritwear.  

· Stay Connected:  Remember to check our website, TravilahPTA.org, regularly for the latest information and announcements regarding upcoming events.  To join Travilah PTA’s email list, please send an email to president@travilahpta.org.  
· Review the Calendar of Events:  The proof is here!  The dates for PTA-sponsored activities and school events (including holidays and early-release days) are listed for your convenience.  We hope to see you at PTA meetings and special events.
· Contact your PTA Executive Board:  Share your ideas with us, and let us know how we can serve you better.  We welcome your comments, suggestions, and enthusiasm!  
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